Bharat Taxi Formally Launched in Chandigarh, Strengthening
Cooperative-Led Urban Mobility

Punjab Governor and UT Chandigarh Administrator Shri Gulab Chand
Kataria formally launches Bharat Taxi in the presence of Union Minister of
State for Cooperation

India’s first cooperative-led ride-hailing platform brings its ‘Sarathi Hi
Maalik’ model to the forefront in Chandigarh

Chandigarh, 18th September 2026: Bharat Taxi, India’s first cooperative-led
ride-hailing platform, was formally launched in Chandigarh today by Hon’ble Governor
of Punjab and Administrator, Union Territory Chandigarh, Shri Gulab Chand Kataria, in
the presence of Shri Murlidhar Mohol, Hon’ble Union Minister of State for Civil
Aviation and Cooperation and Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar, Hon’ble Union Minister of State
for Cooperation , along with senior officials, representatives of Sahakar Taxi Cooperative
Limited (STCL), Sarathis and other dignitaries.
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The formal launch marks an important milestone for Bharat Taxi’s growing presence in
Chandigarh and reinforces its commitment to providing citizens with a reliable,
transparent and technology-enabled mobility option while placing drivers — referred to
as Sarathis — at the centre of the platform.

Bharat Taxi has already been operational in Chandigarh as part of its phased national
expansion. The formal launch is expected to further strengthen awareness, customer
adoption and Sarathi participation across Chandigarh and the wider Tricity region.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Gulab Chand Kataria, Hon’ble Governor of
Punjab and Administrator, UT Chandigarh, said:

“Cooperatives have an important role to play in creating sustainable livelihood
opportunities and ensuring that the benefits of economic activity reach those who
contribute directly to it. Bharat Taxi brings this cooperative philosophy into the
mobility sector by giving Sarathis an opportunity to participate not only as service
providers but also as members and stakeholders. I am confident that this initiative will
contribute positively to the mobility ecosystem of Chandigarh.”



Shri Murlidhar Mohol, Hon’ble Union Minister of State for Civil Aviation
and Cooperation, said:

“Under the vision of ‘Sahkar se Samriddht’, the cooperative movement is expanding
into new sectors and creating opportunities for people to participate directly in
economic growth. Bharat Taxi represents this new generation of cooperatives, where
technology and cooperative ownership come together. Its ‘Sarathi Hi Maalik’ model
seeks to provide drivers with greater ownership, dignity and economic participation
while offering commuters a dependable mobility service.”

Shri Krishan pal Gurjar, Hon’ble Union Minister of State for Cooperation
said:

“Chandigarh is an important market for Bharat Taxi, and today’s formal launch gives
us an opportunity to deepen our engagement with both commuters and Sarathis

across the city. Our focus is to build a dependable mobility platform that customers

can use for their everyday journeys while ensuring that Sarathis remain at the heart of
the ecosystem. ‘Sarathi Hi Maalik’ is not merely a tagline; it defines the cooperative
structure on which Bharat Taxi has been built.”

Operated by Sahakar Taxi Cooperative Limited (STCL), a Multi-State Cooperative
Society, Bharat Taxi follows a cooperative model under which eligible Sarathis can
become members of the cooperative and have a stake in its growth.

At the heart of the platform is the philosophy of “Sarathi Hi Maalik”, which seeks to
move beyond the conventional driver-aggregator relationship by enabling Sarathis to
participate as members and stakeholders in the cooperative.

Unlike conventional aggregator models, Bharat Taxi follows a fair and transparent
pricing framework, with fares determined in accordance with the pricing
guidelines approved by the State Transport Authority (STA). This ensures
greater clarity and transparency in fares for commuters while supporting Bharat Taxi’s
cooperative ecosystem centred on the economic and social welfare of Sarathis.

The platform also places emphasis on transparent mobility services, Sarathi training,
safety measures and social-security initiatives. Bharat Taxi aims to combine
technology-driven convenience for commuters with a more equitable and participatory
model for drivers.

Bharat Taxi was formally launched nationally on 5 February 2026 and has since
expanded its presence across several States and cities. The platform provides app-based
mobility services across cab, auto and bike categories, depending on local approvals and
operational availability.



With its strengthened presence in Chandigarh, Bharat Taxi will focus on expanding the
Sarathi network, improving ride availability and increasing customer adoption while
continuing to work with local authorities and stakeholders to support safe and reliable
urban mobility.

Residents can download the Bharat Taxi App to book rides in Chandigarh.

About Bharat Taxi

Bharat Taxi is India’s first cooperative-led ride-hailing platform, operated by Sahakar
Taxi Cooperative Limited (STCL), a Multi-State Cooperative Society. Built around
the philosophy of “Sarathi Hi Maalik”, the platform enables eligible drivers to
become members and stakeholders of the cooperative. Bharat Taxi seeks to provide safe,
reliable and transparent mobility services to customers while promoting fair earnings,
ownership participation and welfare opportunities for Sarathis.
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